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News from Ireland 


Is it not ironic that, while the powers that be are 
trying to guarantee freedom of movement for 
goods, services and capital, they are also trying to 
restrict the freedom of people to move from 
country to country? 


Human rights, anti-racism and religious groups 
have been dismayed by the Irish government's 
announcement that it is planning to adopt the 
procedures of the Eurodac Convention and to start 
finger printing asylum-seekers. This means that 
people fleeing from poverty, hunger or 
persecution will be treated like criminals in Europe 
and many will end up being forcibly repatriated to 
the dangerous situations they were seeking refuge 
from. 


While Irish religious groups have reacted by 
asking Europe to fully accept its moral and 
political responsibilities, even employers are eager 
to attract suitably qualified foreign workers, 
including asylum-seekers. 


The Irish economy is still growing at a rate of 9.5 
to 10 per cent but, while companies are making 
big profits, the workers who entered _ into 
partnership agreements find that their wages have 
not kept up with real increases in the cost of 
living. In particular, in a country where home 
ownership is a tradition, many workers cannot 
afford to buy a house anymore... and there is no 
rent control. Houses sell for one, two, three, four, 
five or even six million Irish pounds: only the sky 
seems to be the limit for some and the rest 


wonder who these people are and how they came 
by so much money so fast. 


As we should be entering a round of negotiations 
on a new partnership agreement, there is 
widespread anger and frustration. Marches are 
planned by PAYE (Pay As You Earn) workers, 
housing action groups, anti-racism organisations, 
anti-poverty networks, nurses trade-unions. 


In all the talk of profit and wealth, only the people 
are left behind. It is certainly time to take back, 
together, the future of our world. 


Claudine, Attac-| reland 
ireland@attac. org 





Deterring the Terminator 


Monsanto Stops Plans to Produce the Terminator 
Seed 


A WTO trade analyst said Monsanto’s decision to 
stop plans to produce the terminator was 
prompted by rising backlash against GMO’s 
(genetically modified organisms) and GM 
technology. ''The company must have seen the 
writing on the — wall, particularly — with 
environmental non-governmental organizations 
(NGO) preparing for violent protest 
demonstrations against GMO’s during the Seattle 
ministerial conference,” the analyst said. 


To overcome the weak patent protection laws in 
developing countries where farmers grow the 
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same seed for a second crop, Monsanto, the US 
biotech giant, devised a research program to 
produce the terminator seed to protect its 
genetically modified technology. The seed would 
not be fertile after one crop and would, therefore, 
oblige farmers to buy new seeds from the 
company for the next crop. 


Recently, a London-based NGO’s’ volunteers 
destroyed a Monsanto-raised experimental GM 
crop. The UK-based NGO, Friends of the Earth, 
called for a five-year freeze on GM crops and food 
to conduct more research into their impact on 
human health and the environment. 


Environment ministers of the EU’s 15-member 
countries recently zeroed in on a plan to impose a 
moratorium on the sale and planting of products 
raised through GM_ technology. When this 
measure comes into effect, it could well be a 
death knell to GM _ food industry that is 
increasingly dominating the US food market. 


Capitalism....After Seattle 


Changgeun Lee from Policy and_ Information 
Centre for International Solidarity, Korea, spoke of 
the impacts of the free trade and investment, free 
market agenda: "With their very basic public 
services eliminated, the people of the world are 
forced into a ‘race toward the bottom’ at a 
national/international level for their right to 
survive. No matter how dismal their working 
environment may be, no matter how meagre their 
wages, people cannot help but accept and work in 
these conditions. This is because in the age of 
neo-liberalism, the purpose of the state is to 
provide a set of conditions most favorable to the 
capitalists and most oppressive to the workers, all 
wrapped in the ideology of gaining the 
‘competitive edge.’ More rights and more 
privileges to ‘foreign investors’! Endless 
competition toward the bottom for the people of 
the world!" 


Antonio Tujan, Executive Director of IBON 
Databank, Manila: "Our response to neoliberalism 
cannot simply be a return to Keynesian economics 
of greater state intervention to prevent unbridled 
monopoly capitalism. Neoliberalism has in fact 
exposed in all its nakedness the violence and 
greed of capitalism. It is not our wont and 
interest to strengthen’ capitalism through 
Keynesian neo-classical policies. Neither can our 
response be to seek narrow nationalist protection 
from foreign inroads without critically pursuing 


equitable social benefits from trade and other 
economic endeavors for our peoples and 
communities. This would simply be strengthening 
and protection for our own bourgeoisie which are 
actually tied to global monopoly capital and whose 
interest is simply protecting itself while ensuring 
the opening up of other countries for their own 
benefit." 


The Canadian government has __ provided 
information that the United States Government 
will be requiring visas for those travelling to 
Seattle. US consular posts are located in 
Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto, Montreal, Quebec 
and Halifax. Scruffy, professional protesting 
welfare-bums in East Vancouver have been known 
to say: if you think the WTO is scary, wait until 
you hear about capitalism! "I think there is a 
definite possibility that the WTO will be defeated 
after Seattle, so what do we do then?" asks John, 
from Reclaim The Streets. "We have to remember 
to go for the heart of the beast, which is 
capitalism itself." 


Race to the Bottom 
WTO Forces El Salvador to Lower Minimum Wage 


Charles Kernagan of the National Labor Committee 
reported in a speech at the University of 
Washington (Oct. 3, 1999) that the WTO forced El 
Salvador to lower their minimum wage from a 
measly 60 cents an hour to the even more measly 
36 cents an hour. The reason, Kernagan cited, 
was that El Salvador's minimum wage amounted 
to an unfair trade barrier for multi-national 
corporations, and other countries who have a 
lower minimum wage. The "race to the bottom" 
philosophy of the WTO was confirmed by Michael 
Moore (director of the WTO) in a speech at UW 
just a few days prior on Oct. 1. In this speech, 
Moore stated that "world standards must come 
down to same level" before we can start building 
them up to a decent level globally. 


"With their very basic public services eliminated, 
the people of the world are forced into a “race to 
the bottom” at a national/international level for 
their right to survive. No matter how dismal their 
working environment may be, no matter how 
meagre their wages, people cannot help but 
accept and work in these conditions. This is 
because in the age of neo-liberalism, the purpose 
of the state is to provide a set of conditions most 
favorable to the capitalists and most oppressive to 
the workers, all wrapped in the ideology of gaining 
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the ‘competitive edge.’ More rights and more 
privileges to ‘foreign investors’! Endless 
competition toward the bottom, for the people of 
the world!" 

- Changgeun Lee from the Policy and Information 
Centre for International Solidarity, Korea. 


NOVEMBER 30, INTERNATIONAL DAY OF ACTION 
AGAINST THE WTO 


N30 HUB Website 

http: //flag. blackened. net/~global 

N30 Seattle Walkout 

http: //walkout.listbot.com 

N30 Call by the |WW 

http: //www.geocities.com/capitolhill/lobby/8771/i 
wwwto.html 

N30 Seattle Direct Action Network 
http://www. agitprop. org/artandrevolution/wto 
N30 People's Global Action 

http: //www.agp.org 

















"| Can Change, | Can Change!" 


"People say that | am evil -- they may be right. 
But it's not as if | don't try -- | just screw up, try 
as | might. But | can change, | can change!" So 
says the "Saddam Hussein" character in the movie 
"South Park." 


This sounds a lot like the rhetoric coming from 
Washington about globalization. Activists have 
called for a halt to plans for expanding the World 
Trade Organization, which has consistently ruled 
in favor of corporate interests at the expense of 
developing countries. WTO and_— Clinton 
Administration officials respond by saying the new 
round will be a "development round," which will in 
some unexplained way redress the devastation 
caused by forced trade liberalization. 


Now, in a brazen display of "doublespeak," we are 
being told that the International Monetary Fund, 
an institution whose economic policies kill 
thousands of poor children in the developing world 
each day, has suddenly been transformed into an 
anti-poverty organization. The IMF's "Enhanced 
Structural Adjustment Facility," infamous for 
imposing brutal economic austerity policies on the 
poorest countries in the world, is being renamed 
the "Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility." Last 
week IMF Deputy Managing Director Stanley 
Fischer, in what may have been a Freudian slip, 
referred to the new program as the "Poverty and 
Growth Reduction Facility." And with a number of 
“advocacy groups" cheering them on, the 


Administration and Congress are poised to pass a 
bill sponsored by Representative Leach which 
would give the IMF more US tax dollars and 
expand its power, under the guise of "debt relief 
for the poorest countries." 


Of course we should all support reforming unjust 
institutions, unless they're incapable of being 
reformed. What we have to be on our guard 
against, though, is attempts to put "old wine in 
new bottles" by dressing up the same old unjust 
policies in fancy new rhetoric. There's never a 
shortage of policy wonks to spin proposals about 
"new global financial architecture," "civil society" 
and other globaloney. Indeed, this is the sort of 
thing that foundations love to give money for, 
because they can claim they're doing something 
about an issue without actually challenging the 
privileges of the powerful. 


And the word "reform" itself has become more 
than a little debased. When the IMF and the World 
Bank force a country to cut wages, lay off 
workers, produce for export instead of the needs 
of their own people, and sell off public property to 
cronies for less than its value, that's called 
“economic reform." 


We need a reality check. What's the likelihood that 
policymakers who pursue policies that hurt 
workers and poor people at home are going to 
pursue policies that help workers and poor people 
abroad? Clinton abolished the New Deal guarantee 
that poor families would have income and called it 
“welfare reform," thus exacerbating poverty in the 
United States. Yet we're supposed to believe that 
Clinton's IMF is going to encourage other countries 
to pursue policies to reduce poverty. 


You don't have to leave the United States to see 
that our government's’ efforts to "reform" 
globalization are a cruel joke. The Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), a U.S. 
protectorate in the Pacific (closer to the Philippines 
than to Hawaii), is allowed to set its own minimum 
wage and immigration policies. As a result of the 
lack of federal government oversight, garment 
manufacturers have been able to set up 
sweatshops there in which indentured workers 
from China toil all day behind barbed wire. ABC 
News found that pregnant garment workers there 
are "forced to have abortions to keep their jobs." 
Yet garment manufacturers are allowed to sew 
"Made in the USA" labels into clothes produced by 
this slave labor. You might think that if you 
purchased a garment with a "Made in USA" label, 
you'd could assume that workers who produced it 
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got paid the federal minimum wage and had their 
rights respected. You'd be wrong. Why should the 
same federal officials who won't enforce our own 
laws to protect workers who live under the 
American flag be trusted to protect the rights of 
workers overseas through the corporate- controlled 
WTO? 


The next time you hear someone go on about 
"reforming globalization," "greening" the WTO, or 
turning the IMF into an anti-poverty organization, 
hang onto your wallet. Expanding the power of 
organizations controlled by multinational 
corporations isn't going to help workers in poor 
countries -- and it isn't going to help workers 
here, either. 


Robert Naiman naimanr@preamble.org Preamble 
Center 1737 21st NW Washington, DC 20009 
phone: 202-265-3263 x277 fax: 202-265-3647 
http://www. preamble. org/ 








An open letter from the South to the 
World Bank 


James Wolfensohn President, 
World Bank Group 

1818 H Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20433 U.S.A. 


Dear Mr. Wolfensohn, 


As citizens of countries suffering from World Bank 
policies, we are writing to you because: 

*65% of World Bank lending today is for sectoral 
and structural adjustment loans; 

*The conditions attached to these loans have 
crippled economic growth, hindered economic 
development, promoted dependency, and 
increased misery and poverty in developing 
countries; 

*Structural Adjustment is vastly increasing the 
socio-economic burden on women; 

* Structural Adjustment leads to the promotion of 
sweatshops, and the denial of workers' rights to 
organize and to earn a decent living; 

* Structural Adjustment is destroying peasant-led 
agricultural production and_ the abilities of our 
countries to feed themselves; 


* Structural Adjustment has accelerated 
destruction of the natural environment; 

*Structural Adjustment has a very destructive 
impact on the most vulnerable sectors of the 


population; 
*Structural Adjustment is degrading our cultural 
integrity, by changing our models of 


consumption and our relationship with nature; 

* Structural Adjustment has significantly added to 
the external debt burden of countries 
implementing such programs; 

* Privatization under World Bank policies has led to 
increased corruption, private gain at the expense 
of the public, further concentration of wealth and 
power, greater unemployment and decreased 
access to public services; 

*The World Bank in practice supports the 
macroeconomic policies imposed by the 
International Monetary Fund by ~ making 
agreement with the IMF a condition of Bank 
lending, and by contributing money to IMF 
austerity packages, and is therefore responsible 
for the consequences of those policies; 

*For sound and healthy economies, societies, and 
citizenry, economic policy in our countries must 
be formed in the interest of the poor and working 
people who compose the majority of the 
population; and 

*National economic sovereignty is a prerequisite 
for the adoption of such policies. 

Since the majority of the Bank's funds are raised 
in the private capital market, we call on all 
supporters of human rights and_ sustainable 
economic development to boycott the purchase of 
World Bank bonds, and encourage all public 
institutions to do so. 


Moreover, we call on governments of all member 
nations of the World Bank, to cease further 
funding to the World Bank until all such structural 
and sectoral structural adjustment lending has 
ended and the World Bank has cancelled all 
debts owed to it by Third World countries 


Feel free to sign on, and to circulate this to your 
networks. Signatures may be returned to 
signon@rtk.net , and should include: name, title 
or occupation, organization, and country. 


Z. 
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Rendezvous with ATTAC 


From this issue to the next one here is the list of ATTAC meetings around the world. For more 
information, please see: <http://attac. org/fra/cale> 





e Wednesday: METZ (FR) - LYON (FR) - VILLEURBANNE (FR) - LILLE (FR) - AUXERRE (FR) 
- GRENOBLE (FR) 


e Thursday : RENNES (FR) - BORDEAUX (FR) - TOURS (FR) - MACON (FR) - CRAN GEVRIER 
(FR) - AUBERVILLIERS (FR) - GRENOBLE (FR) - LILLE (FR) - LYON (FR) - VILLEURBANNE 
(FR) - BRIOUDE (FR) 


e Friday: LYON (FR) - VILLEURBANNE (FR) - ST PIERRE (Reunion island FR) - NANTES (FR) 
- AUXERRE (FR) - LILLE (FR) - ROMANS (FR) - GOND PONTOUVRE (FR) - ST VIENCENT 
DE TYROSSE (FR) 


e Saturday : LYON (FR) - BREST (FR) - CHALON SUR SAONE (FR) - MASSY (FR) - LILLE 
(FR) - DIE (FR) - GRENOBLE (FR) 


e Sunday: LYON (FR) - VILLEURBANNE (FR) - BRUSSEL (BE) - GRENOBLE (FR) 


e Monday : BRUSSEL (BE) - ORLEANS (FR) - ST ETIENNE LA COTONNE (FR) - GRENOBLE 
(FR) - BOURS EN BRESSE (FR) 


e Tuesday : PARIS 15 (FR) - METZ (FR) - BRUSSEL (BE) - MONTLUCON (FR) - GRENOBLE 
(FR) 


e Wednesday : BRUSSEL (BE) - ULB (BE) - AUBERVILLIERS (FR) - PAU (FR) 


